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§ 502.290 Rights of witness.

Any person required to testify or to
submit documentary evidence shall be
entitled to retain or, on payment of
lawfully prescribed cost, procure a
copy of any document produced by
such person and of his or her own testi-
mony as stenographically reported or,
in the depositions, as reduced to writ-
ing by or under the direction of the
person taking the deposition. Any
party compelled to testify or to
produce documentary evidence may be
accompanied and advised by counsel,
but counsel may not, as a matter or
right, otherwise participate in the in-
vestigation. [Rule 290.]

§ 502.291 Nonpublic proceedings.

Unless otherwise ordered by the Com-
mission, all investigatory proceedings
shall be nonpublic. [Rule 291.]

Subpart S—Informal Procedure for
Adjudication of Small Claims

§ 502.301 Statement of policy.

(a) Section 11(a) of the Shipping Act
of 1984 permits any person to file a
complaint with the Commission claim-
ing a violation occurring in connection
with the foreign commerce of the Unit-
ed States and to seek reparation for
any injury caused by that violation.

(b) Section 22 of the Shipping Act,
1916, permits any person to file a com-
plaint against any common carrier by
water in interstate and offshore domes-
tic commerce or against any other per-
son subject to the Shipping Act, 1916,
or the Intercoastal Shipping Act, 1933,
claiming a violation of those statutes
and to seek reparation for that viola-
tion.

(c) With the consent of both parties,
claims filed under this subpart in the
amount of $10,000 or less will be re-
ferred to the Commission’s Informal
Dockets Activity for adjudication and
decision by its Settlement Officers
without the necessity of formal pro-
ceedings under the rules of this part.

(d) Determination of claims under
this subpart shall be administratively
final and conclusive. [Rule 301.]

§ 502.302 Limitations of actions.
(a) Claims alleging violations of the

Shipping Act of 1984 must be filed with-
in three years from the time the cause
of action accrues.

(b) Claims alleging violations of the
Shipping Act, 1916, or Intercoastal
Shipping Act, 1933, must be filed within
two years from the time the cause of
action arises.

(c) A claim is deemed filed on the
date it is received by the Commission.
[Rule 302.]

§ 502.303 [Reserved]

§ 502.304 Procedure and filing fee.
(a) A sworn claim under this subpart

shall be filed in the form prescribed in
Exhibit No. 1 to this subpart. Three (3)
copies of this claim must be filed, to-
gether with the same number of copies
of such supporting documents as may
be deemed necessary to establish the
claim. Copies of tariff pages need not
be filed; reference to such tariffs or to
pertinent parts thereof will be suffi-
cient. Supporting documents may con-
sist of affidavits, correspondence, bills
of lading, paid freight bills, export dec-
larations, dock or wharf receipts, or of
such other documents as, in the judg-
ment of the claimant, tend to establish
the claim. The Settlement Officer may,
if deemed necessary, request additional
documents or information from claim-
ants. Claimant may attach a memoran-
dum, brief or other document contain-
ing discussion, argument, or legal au-
thority in support of its claim. If a
claim filed under this subpart involves
any shipment which has been the sub-
ject of a previous claim filed with the
Commission, formally or informally,
full reference to such previous claim
must be given.

(b) Claims under this subpart shall be
addressed to the Office of the Sec-
retary, Federal Maritime Commission,
Washington, DC 20573. Such claims
shall be accompanied by remittance of
a $68 filing fee.

(c) Each claim under this subpart
will be acknowledged with a reference
to the Informal Docket Number as-
signed. The number shall consist of a
numeral(s) followed by capital ‘‘I’’ in
parentheses. All further correspond-
ence pertaining to such claims must
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